Appendix VI
A Book of Abraham Printing History
The Book of Abraham appeared in print for the first time in March and May 1842
editions of the periodical Times and Seasons, [60 x 48 cm] a biweekly published by The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Nauvoo, Ill. The facsimiles were
reproduced by the woodcut method; Reuben Hedlock engraved the printing blocks under
the supervision of Joseph Smith. Facsimile No.1 together with the first half of the text
appeared in the March 1 issue, Facsimile No.2 appeared as a foldout in the March 15
issue with the rest of the text. Facsimile No. 3 appeared at the front of the May 16 issue.
Concatenating these issues would make approximately 500 copies of the book given that
we know at least 500 copies of the March 15 issue were printed. Circulation of the
Times and Seasons has been estimated anywhere from 500 to 5000. It is likely that not
more than 1,500 subscribers existed at any one time at this period. A maximum then of
1,500 copies may have existed in this first printing. Only a few libraries have complete
original runs of the paper. In April, a part of the book was published in New York and
Boston Newspapers, the New York Herald, the Boston Daily Ledger and the Dollar
Weekly Bostonian. Only Facsimile No. 1 appeared, from new blocks. The stylistic
differences between Facsimile No. 1 in the Times and Seasons and the eastern
newspapers are apparent to the most casual observer.

Figure VI-A. Facsimile 1 from GP-1. Boston Daily Ledger (1842). Reprint of TS-1.
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The Times and Seasons was printed on the press previously used for the Elders’ Journal.
That press and type was buried in Far West, MO in the dooryard of a Church member
named Dawson when mob action threatened its destruction. When Ebenezer Robinson
and Don Carlos Smith were released from jail, they dug up the press and took it to
Commerce, Ill. (renamed Nauvoo in 1840). By the time the Book of Abraham was
published, the paper was being run by Joseph Smith, John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff.
Lyman O. Littlefield was a compositor.
The Book of Abraham was published in England in the Latter Day Saints Millennial Star
in July 1842 [MS-1]. This version was edited by Parley P. Pratt and contained yet another
cut of Facsimile No. 1.

Figure VI-B. Facsimile 1 From MS-1 (1842).
The circulation was about 2000. Only Facsimile No. 1 was published. Facsimile No. 1
was done from a woodcut produced at Richard James’ print-shop in Liverpool. The text
was somewhat liberally edited, presumably by Pratt. For example in verse 2, Gods or
God (for the “heathen” deities) become lc as does King and throughout, all occurrences
of Abram were changed to Abraham, Chaldea became Chaldee (vs 7). Most of Pratt’s
editorial work found its way into MS-2, the 1851 Pearl of Great Price. The text appeared
in two installments, the second installment in the August 1842 issue.
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Facsimile No. 2 appeared as a broadside sometime in 1842 from the Times and Seasons
press using the cut from the March 1842 publication. Several examples of this broadside
appear among Joseph Smith’s papers, verso usually used to compose letters, etc.
In 1851, newly ordained (Feb. 1849) LDS apostle Franklin D. Richards (now presiding
over missionary efforts in Europe) felt that many of Joseph Smith's works were unknown
among British Saints. He gathered from his personal collection a variety of these items,
including the Book of Abraham, and published them in a work he titled The Pearl of
Great Price [MS-2] perhaps based on a comment of Pratt about his 1842 edition of the
Book of Abraham. Crawley, 2005, estimates 7,000+ copies were printed based on British
Mission accounts. Richards left no diary entries for 1850 when preparations were
probably made for MS-2. The Book of Abraham text appears to contain elements of both
the Pratt and first editions. Verse numbers were eliminated. The woodcuts were newly
done by Richard James’ shop according to European Mission Financial Records (7:417,
Archives). The facsimiles were somewhat smaller than the original, but Facsimile No. 2
was still printed as a foldout.

Figure VI-C. Facsimile 1 from MS-2 (1851).
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In 1852 John Sylvannus Davis, a Welsh convert, translated The Pearl of Great Price into
Welsh for the Church magazine for Wales ("Zion's Trumpet"), including the Book of
Abraham [MS-3]. He used the facsimile cuts made for the MS-2.

Figure VI-D. Facsimile 1 from MS-3 (1852).
The run of MS-3 was smaller than MS-2, probably between four and five thousand.
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Figure VI-E. BAms-6. (ca. 1845). Copyright © 2002, Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
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Figure VI-F. Facsimile 1 from SL-1 (1855).
Willard Richards published the Book of Abraham in the Deseret News, 1855 (vol. 5) [SL1]. All three facsimiles appear in the usual order, using the blocks from TS-1. The type
used to set the book was different from the original printing. The Book of Abraham
appeared as a part of the History of Joseph Smith, which Richards was largely
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responsible for compiling. [When the history was finally published in book form
beginning in 1902, (edited by B. H. Roberts) the Book of Abraham did not appear. It did
appear in vol. 4 of the history when the 1948 revised edition appeared.] Since the
original blocks were used is SL-1, the facsimiles were obviously the same size as the first
printing. Not only did Richards use the original blocks for the cuts, he reprinted the
Times and Seasons text (actually Richards used BAms-6) without any of the editing done
by Parley Pratt, or Franklin Richards. However, certain changes were made (e.g., "and it
come to pass" changed to "and it came to pass") there were also a few spelling changes.
The image preceding this one is from the ms history. Note that the historians cut the
facsimile images from a copy of TS-1 and pasted them into BAms-6 (see figure VI-E).
The Millennial Star again published the Book of Abraham as part of a run of Deseret
News items, which included the "History of Joseph Smith." The book appeared beginning
in 1857. The text was unchanged from SL-1 and BAms-6.
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Figure VI-G. Facsimile 2 from MS-4 (1857).
The facsimiles were printed from the 1851 cuts. The Pearl of Great Price was not
published again until after the death of Brigham Young. More than 7000 copies had been
printed in the first edition. There were still copies for sale in 1875. By 1878 however a
new edition was needed and Orson Pratt was placed in charge of the operation. The
LDS Church Historian’s office journal indicates Pratt and others were correcting proof
sheets for a new edition of The Pearl of Great Price, for several days in May and June of
1878. Facsimile No. 2 was redone in a smaller form for this edition. The other two
facsimiles appear nearly the same as Franklin Richards' 1851 edition.
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Figure VI-H. SL-2 (1878) Edition of The Pearl of Great Price, Book of Abraham Headnote.
Small changes were made to the text, with the head-note edited to remove the word
"purported." Printed from "plates," the days of typesetting in the old sense were over for
the Book of Abraham. However the woodcut process would be used until more efficient
photoengraving technology became available at the end of the 19th century.
The Pearl of Great Price had developed such sufficient credibility that in 1880 it attained
official status, becoming one the "standard works" or canonized works of the LDS
Church. The official edition was SL-2. Two editions were printed in England after 1878,
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one by William Budge in 1879, and then in 1882 by Albert Carrington who presided
there. The 1879 and 1882 editions followed the 1878 edition using the same cuts for the
facsimiles except for Facsimile No. 2 which was re-cut apparently based on the original
Hedlock cut. The 1882 text was printed from the 1878 text.
Another edition was printed in 1888 and another in 1891 in Utah. The 1888 printing used
new plates. The 1891 edition used the 1879 plates. All versions of Facsimile No. 2 up to
and including this edition used the format of the original for the explanations, they appear
directly below the wood cut image. The 1882 edition has a larger Facsimile No. 2 than
the 1878 edition. All editions of the Pearl of Great Price to this point contain fold out
pages of Facsimile No. 2 following the format of the original Times and Seasons printing.
In 1902, James E. Talmage, a respected LDS scholar and trusted acquaintance of Church
president Joseph F. Smith, was asked to make revisions in the Pearl of Great Price
removing superfluous materials [such as revelations that were already published in The
Doctrine and Covenants] and making format changes and adding footnotes. Talmage
divided the text into verses, a structure that had disappeared from most printings of the
Book of Abraham since 1851. However, he did not use the verses of the original
printing, but used the shorter style versing of the KJV and recent Book of Mormon
printings. Also, chapters were introduced.

Figure VI-I. Facsimile 1 from SL-3 (1888). One of two copies marked by James E.
Talmage for his 1902 edition.
For the first time on a regular basis, the Pearl of Great Price began to be bound together
with two other scripture texts, The Book of Mormon and The Doctrine and Covenants in
what came to be known as a "triple combination." It was also printed alone as before.
Between this edition and 1921, the book was printed eleven times. In 1921 and
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subsequent printings, the text was divided into double column pages. Facsimile quality
deteriorated markedly with the 1902 edition.
Between 1902 and 1921 there were eleven English language printings, several in
England, most in Utah. [Cf. page xxiv.] A number of foreign language editions were
also published by foreign missions including texts in Maori and Hawaiian. Following the
1878 edition, printing plates were used to print the text rather than setting type. The 1921
edition used new plates for the facsimiles, Facsimile No. 1 and No. 3 are reasonably close
renditions of the 1851 versions. Facsimile No. 2 shows the most degradation, because
the copyists were unfamiliar with Egyptian scripts; hence what may have looked to them
like a good approximation of figures often made the writings indecipherable. During the
1912 assault on the Book of Abraham by the Rev. Franklin Spaulding, Episcopal Bishop
of Salt Lake City, copies of the 1907 Pearl of Great Price were sent to various
Egyptologists. They offered no translations of the facsimiles, claiming they were
garbled.
These esoteric documents were the subject of considerable neglect by Latter-day Saints
and they remain so today. However, in 1981, a new edition of The Pearl of Great Price
was issued and with it the facsimiles were restored to the original Hedlock [TS-1] forms.
Modern computer-aided printing facilities allow the figures to be altered in size without
degrading the images.
With a few exceptions, official publication of the Book of Abraham has been confined to
F. D. Richards’ compilation The Pearl of Great Price, since the latter’s appearance in
1851. Aside from official Church printings, the Book of Abraham has appeared as
excerpts in numerous other publications, both friendly to Mormonism and otherwise. The
Pearl of Great Price has been printed both as a solo publication and with other books of
LDS scripture. It presently appears in combination with the Doctrine and Covenants or
with both the Doctrine and Covenants and the Book of Mormon, and finally in a single
volume containing the Doctrine and Covenants, The Book of Mormon and Bible (KJV).
The Book of Abraham was much slower to penetrate the foreign language barrier in
official editions with a German printing in 1882, Danish in 1883, Dutch in 1911,
Hawaiian in 1914, Maori in 1919 and Swedish in 1927. Since then more languages have
been added until at present (2007) 16 languages are represented in current printings.
Clearly, the original mission of the Pearl of Great Price as announced by Elder Richards
continues to the present day.
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